Happy Holidays everyone!

Well, the year is drawing to close- and we have had a wonderful one!
(Thanks to all of YOU!)  Hopefully, the year has been wonderful for each
of you as well.  :)  As always, we'd like to take this time to thank all
of our fans who visited us at our performances throughout the year and
made us feel welcome and loved.  None of this would be the same without
you.  

We'd also like to take a moment to thank all of you who so kindly take
pictures of us- and then gift us with those photos or videos.  It's an
amazing thing to find out what we look like from the other side of the
stage- it even helps us decide which things to keep or remove from the
show.  In a number of cases- it has also led to some startling personal
revelations for some members of the Lace.  
Examples: 
Summer- "Am I ALWAYS that flamboyant?"
Mom- "You all are SO bad!"  (She can't normally see the back row
luckily... for us.)
Copper- "Wow- I stick my finger in people's ears a LOT."
The Diva got to see exactly HOW much she primped, Delia got to admire
the many faces she made throughout a show, and Sharon saw that, yes, she
did indeed move around a lot, etc.

Ok- maybe these things are only slightly startling (even to us), but
they're still a cause of much hilarity and laughter when we see them. 
It has also led us to the consideration of making QAL action figures to
catch our many . moods.  Probably shouldn't hold your breaths on that
possibility, but we'll see.  :)  Thanks, everyone!

Some Recent Highlights:

Texas Renaissance Festival- 
We once again journeyed southward to attend the Texas Renaissance
Festival- and once again, had a fabulous time.  This year was even
better as Mother Nature decided to smile on us and grant lovely weather
almost every weekend.  For those of you who made the trek to the monsoon
festival last year, you know what a boon this was.  In any case- we had
a great time.  This was the first festival at which we presented our new
QAL- SWINGS CD, and it seemed to meet with great approval.  (As did our
daily time warp at the 2pm show.)
Some favorite memories?  
Lovely Kira of the Gypsy Dance Theatre showing us some tropical moves to
"Aloha.  Sharing a stage with not only our friends from the Gypsy
Guerrilla Band, but also our favorite Shanteyman- Joshua Jenkins. 
Joining him was always a joy.  :) One weekend we moved the back row to
the front for an experimental set- now THAT was scary!  
As usual, we like to sing with as many people as possible- The Burly
Minstrel, The Bard O'Neill, The Flying Fish Sailors, and more, but this
year, we also had the great treat of singing with the Texas Brass
Ensemble.  All I can say is, "Wow."  Not only did we create beautiful
music together with "Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring" and the "Hallelujah
Chorus", but we also got to jam together with favorites like "Boogie
Woogie Bugle Boy".  If you caught that show- you know what a treat it
was. 

Dickens on the Strand-
While not an official QAL event, a number of us did travel even farther
southward to Galveston the first weekend of December.  In addition to
attending a FABULOUS ball, we even did some singing.  :)  We, and many
of our friends, came together in the group, "Mistletoe and other Stuff"
for some Christmas caroling. 

While Saturday's weather was chilly, Sunday was absolutely gorgeous.  If
you haven't visited The Strand in Galveston for the Dickens festival,
then you really should.  For one, you can see the Lace dressed in a
completely different style.  While the "Tarts" still try to make their
presence known on our "underwear day" (yep- even "Mom"), we have a lot
of fun being elegant and ladylike, too.  (I know- who would believe it? 
But- it happens.  Luckily- we have pictorial proof.)  We had three shows
and marched in the candlelight parade- all a very lovely spectacle.
Hopefully we'll see you all there next year.  :)

Upcoming:
The most definite thing on the upcoming calendar is, of course, our
appearance at Scarborough Faire.  The festival will begin in April and
continue through the first part of June.  (For those of you who haven't
YET bought a SWINGS CD- this will be a prime opportunity!  :)  <token
plug for this newsletter>)  There is a strong likelihood that our stage
will change again this year- we will keep you posted on that as it
becomes definite.

QAL is just about ready to head back into the studio. This time to
record "the Sunday Morning Show."  Many of our fans (and a large number
of our relatives) have been requesting this for some time.   Feel free
to hop on to our message boards and let us know what your favorite song
or hymn for this album would be.  We can't promise that we'll be able to
fit everyone's request on this album, but we love to hear what you like.
 ( :)  If you pick stuff we actually know- your chances of it appearing
on the album are much higher.)  More info. to come as we get down to
work on this music.

We are planning a number of trips for the upcoming year- some close at
hand (like a possible field trip to Excalibur Faire) and some farther
away (Florida, Kansas City, even all the way to the arctic north of
Minnesota) and sincerely hope that we will be able to see all of you in
your many locations again this year.  
With that in mind- please, everyone, have a safe, healthy and happy
holiday season.  Enjoy all of your celebrations and bring in the New
Year knowing that you are in our hearts and minds at this time- as well
as, of course, the rest of the year.   

Wishing you the best of all possible worlds-

The members of QAL
