Hi everyone!

I hope that you all are enjoying your summer and that everyone had a great 4th of July.  I know it’s been a long time since we’ve sent out a newsletter, so let’s take a deep breath and get all caught up.  ;)

Earlier this spring, we performed at the Excalibur Fantasy Faire.  We had lots of fun there, as usual, and debuted our newest look- ‘QAL goes medieval,’ thanks to Ginger at the Fair Pair.  It was a little odd to be able to breathe while at a fair- no bodices- but getting dressed in the morning was very quick.  :)  Thanks to everyone who came out and supported us at the faire- we certainly hope we’ll be able to do it again.  We even received an award for best stage act- although we have to admit that we had an unfair advantage- the secret “baby shark, doo-doo, doo-doo-doo-doo” weapon.  This song quickly became a company favorite at the pub sing, even leading to a spoof at the cast party.  Very silly!

Scarborough Faire was great this year.  The weather was wonderful- only a few really hot days at the end of the season- and not too much rain.  We were back on Brother’s Stage- again with Hey Nunnie, Nunnie, and also joined by Ded Bob.  Along with all our old friends- Boris O’Neillivitch, Jim Hancock, Darrell of Texas Brass, the Moor of Dundee and more, we invited some new friends to join us on stage this year.  For those of you who saw Lady Mary Brandon’s “Amazing Grace” and Anya’s (Queen of the Gypsies of the Vitsa of the Fiery Dawn) renditions of Romany songs and “Minnie the Moocher” know that we were lucky to have them with us.  Wow.  That’s all I can say.  Check out Frank Hui’s pictures on Robyn’s Roost or our slide show to see the fun.  We also were lucky enough to join the Shanteyman and Rosie Peaseblossom at some of their shows in the White Horse Tavern.  Much fun was had by all.

We were doubly happy to have so many guests this year (beyond just our joy in sharing music with others) as this was the season of QAL plague.  We’re very sorry if we missed seeing any of you when we were out with our various illnesses.  Unfortunately, we found that when you spend as much time together as we do, you end up sharing more than the Hive brain- we passed the same sicknesses around to each other a few times.  Thank you to everyone who helped us through this, and to our audiences for their patience and continued support.

As many of you already know, we welcomed the newest member of QAL this year.  Frieda von Lustnau- German, with a penchant for gingerbread and streusel, wearing rust and burgundy- has joined the Lace.  We are very happy to welcome her back into the Faire, and specifically to our particular brand of craziness.  Those of you who saw her out at the faire this year know that she fits in very well, espeiclaly on the back row.  :)  Frieda played “Dee” for us for part of this season at Scarborough (“If you want a CD, see Dee”), and joined us on stage as well.  She also has begun traveling with the group, and is getting up to speed on all the music.  (Do we REALLY sing all that?  Hmmm.)

We also released our newest CD this season- QAL: Sunday Morning.  Many of your favorites (and ours) from the Sunday morning show are on it.  If you haven’t purchased it yet, and want to get a jump on things before the fall, you can purchase it from our website using Paypal, or by sending a check.  It would make a great Birthday/ Thanksgiving/ Christmas/ Easter present for someone this year!  ;)  We definitely enjoyed putting this one together- please check out the liner notes for our personal connections with the songs.

We will even be going back into the studio this fall to begin work on another CD- this one will lean more toward our newest fair music so you can enjoy your old favorites and new ones.  If there’s one of our newer pieces (that’s not already on a CD) that you’d really like to hear on the CD, please let us know.  We can’t make promises, but we always like suggestions and to know what you really like to hear.
Over the 4th of July weekend, QAL visited the Great Lakes Fair for the first time, thanks to an invitation by Axel the Sot.  We performed on the Driftwood Inn Stage, everyone had a good time and the cast was tremendously enthusiastic. One couple in our audience said we were really good, and they just didn't understand how they missed us last season!  (Guess they loved us so much they thought we’d always been there.  :))  One patron even referred to the Lace as a parade of princesses- we were again in our medieval velvets.  We also all enjoyed meeting the boys of Bardic Wind and performing with them at the Brew Ha, Ha at the end of the day- what a wonderful group!  As per usual, the Lace found the best food in the faire, and especially enjoyed eating ice cream in the afternoons.  Thanks to ‘Hoss’ and the other booth workers who enjoyed our show and helped us have such a great time!
Upcoming events-

We are looking into another weekend’s visit to the Minnesota Renaissance Festival, since we’ve had such a good time there the past two years, although nothing is set in stone at this time.  We will keep you updated on that and certainly hope to get back up there to see all our friends.  (By the way- they are the ones truly to blame for the Baby Shark phenomena- really- just ask us.)

Although QAL will not be performing full time at TRF this year, we will be visiting for 2 weekends.  Keep an eye on our website for notices of exactly which weekends those will be.  We will certainly miss performing at the festival, but hope to see you when we do some down and we also hope to be back there soon.

To keep ourselves busy, however, we are considering performances at coffee houses or something similar a few times this fall.  If you have any ideas for an appropriate venue in the DFW area, please let us know.  

We are also likely to be venturing far southward for Dickens on the Strand the first weekend of December- with the usual group, ‘Mistletoe and Other Stuff.’  Keep an eye out for us there.  :)
As always, we wish all of you well, and hope to see you soon.  Take care, and enjoy the rest of the summer.

The members of QAL
