Hi everyone!  Happy Spring!

It’s been quite a while- we hope that all of you have been doing well!  We are currently about to begin our spring season- and are certainly looking forward to it.  If you’ve been keeping track of our website, you will have seen many pictures from our latest activities on the slide show.  If you haven’t been keeping up to date- you should check it out and enjoy!

From the fall:

TRF was a lot of fun as usual.  We enjoyed seeing and performing with old friends and making new ones.  This year we especially had fun in the costume department by trying out new looks for the group- yes, lots of playing dress up!  We shared our stage with the Gypsy Guerilla Band again- lots of fun- as well as with the Burly Minstrel, Jim Hancock.  Jim and a few others also appeared as guests at our shows- which we always love.  Our collaborations with Jim and Darrell from Texas Brass on our Swing music were especially amazing.  (All we can say is… WOW!)  We also were able to join Joshua Jenkins, the Shanteyman, and others for performances- including the somewhat improvised pub sing held most Saturday nights before the fireworks.  We also had a great time mixing our holidays when the group donned bunny ears and tails for Halloween.  Tagen was able to join us for much of the TRF season, so we had a full contingent and then some, most weekends.  Much craziness ensued…. as per usual… :)

Winter:

After TRF, we headed back south for Dickens on the Strand in Galveston.  Christmas carols, going to a Victorian ball, enjoying other musicians and acts, and, of course, SHOPPING!  We had a wonderful time, and recommend it to any of you who haven’t yet experienced that festival.  You can check out Robyn’s Roost for pictures of the previous year’s revelry- courtesy of Frank Hui.  Don’t we all look so nice dressed up?

Current:

In February, we began rehearsals for Scarborough again.  We are scheduled to appear on the same stage as last year- Brother’s Stage across from Pendragon costumes- almost equidistant between the bakery and the Italian village.  Yum- ok, I’m hungry already. :)  Our show times are 11:30, 2:00, 3:30, and 5:00 for the Tart show.  We hope to see you there!  As has become the pattern, we are working on some new music to bring out during this faire- stay tuned!  The styles run the gamut from ‘wenchy’ to heart wrenching- with lots of fun rhythms.  

We should also be releasing our newest CD around mid-season.  This will be the “Sunday Morning” church CD- and would make a lovely Mother’s Day/ Grandmother’s Day/ belated Easter present for all of your loved ones!  We are especially happy to be releasing this music- some of which have become our favorites over the years.  We hope that you enjoy it as much as we do- and that the wait has been worth it.  :)  Much of the music was recorded and/ or mixed down in the NEW studio- yay!  Once released, the CD will also be available over our website, and can be paid for through PAYPAL right then!  (Lots of excitement!)

Before Scarborough, you can find us at the Excalibur faire outside Austin for all 4 weekends of its run.  We had a blast there last year, playing with the cast and enjoying ourselves, so it’s great to have the opportunity to appear there on a more regular basis.  Excalibur begins THIS weekend for all those of you looking for something to do this Saturday or Sunday- and the weather should be great for being outside.  It continues through the 2nd and 3rd of April- the weekend before Scarborough Faire opens.  Again, we will be sporting a new look- thanks to Ginger of the Faire Paire- we hope you like it- we do! We’re certainly looking forward to seeing you all as soon as possible.  :)  

Again, we hope that all of you are well, and that the new year has proven a happy one for you.  Come see us soon at Excalibur and then again at Scarborough- can you think of a better way to spend your spring?  We can’t.  :)  See you soon!

The members of QAL.
