Hey everyone!

Another faire season draws to a close- and we had another great one- thanks in large part to all of you!

Highlights of the 2004 Scarborough season:

Although we got off to a rocky start, weather wise, the season ended up very well.  We had a good time, learned some wonderful new music, made new friends, renewed old friendships, and in general, took part of the magic that makes us all return to the faire year after year.

A new stage!

QAL moved to the other side of the festival, to Brother’s Stage, across from Pendragon Costumes.  We shared the stage with ‘Hey Nunny Nunny’ (a FABULOUS act) and visiting performers Siren Song.  Tarts sharing stage with nuns did lead to some general hilarity, as I’m sure you can imagine.  The new stage still provided shade for our fans- and more places for them to sit- and gave us more room to move around, especially on songs like ‘Ce Ya Humba’ and its accompanying congo line.  We also enjoyed seeing a different side of the festival, and being closer to many of our dear friends.  We still visited Holly Field, of course, for the daily chess match, and to sing for many of our friends there.  Overall, though, we, and many of our fans, appreciated the change of scene.

We also had “new” help this year.  Dee, (if you want a CD, see Dee!) who has helped us at other festivals, became a fixture of our show this year.  (Raise your hand- I deliver!  Not you, Bill!)  She, and our other “stage hands”, who moved boxes and helped set up the stage before each show, certainly helped our show run more smoothly.  Er... at least as smoothly as it ever does…  Thanks, guys!

Easter:

QAL was again honored to be included in Scarborough’s Easter Service on Opening Weekend.  We learned a few new pieces, which is always fun, and got to dress up ‘spiffily’ in our QALite costumes.  The rest of the day, however, took a slightly different turn.  Back in our standard costumes, we sported marabou topped fishnet stockings and bunny ears, appropriately decorated by character, of course.  (Even Gillian had her own pair of ears!)  Much fun was had by all, even with the unseasonable weather, which prompted most of the Lace to wish for costumes that covered more.  (Flannel can be sexy, too, right?)

Puppets:

This year, the Lace got creative.  (Take your minds out of the gutter!)  With some help from our friends at the Faire Pair, we created matching sock puppets for each of us, including Dee!  (“And I shall call her Mini-Diva!”)  These puppets took on a life of their own, appearing in parade,  “Amazing Grace” and various other songs.  Copper’s puppet helped her through a day of no voice, and even appeared on stage without her- thanks to the willingness of our friends Kyle and Bill.  :)  On the last Sunday of faire, the puppets took over the balcony (with a little help from our amazing EMT staff- who seemed to think that many of the puppets needed CPR... don’t ask, you really don’t want to know.)  And on Memorial Day, the puppets appeared on stage without the help of the Lace- although with the help of many of our friends, poking out from behind the curtains as we sang.  We had a great deal of fun with them, and if the hot glue holds up, you can expect to see them all again next year!  :)

Visitors:

This year the 3:30 show became the QAL and Friends show.  The Burly Minstrel, the Shanteyman, the Moor of Dundee, Marcus Desmond, Boris the Gypsy and many others all shared stage with us.  As always, this is an amazing treat for us.  We love collaborating with other musicians and hearing them ply their craft.  (Yes, we’ll sing back up to anyone!)  We even were lucky enough to have Darrell from the Texas Brass Ensemble come jam with us on a few of our Swing sets.  And we certainly can’t forget Siren Song, the Crimson Pirates, and Baroness Elora (the Northern Diva).  Thanks to all of you who joined us on stage this year!

We also had many friends come out to the faire from other festivals, including Excalibur, TRF, Minnesota, Kansas City and more.  As always, it was a joy to see each of them.  One of the peculiarities of friendships forged at faires is that you may go months before you see the same people again.  Having the time to spend together and catch up on each other’s news and happenings is always valued.  Thanks to all of you who made the trek to see us, especially more than once.  Your presence and support are always appreciated.
Gillian’s in trouble?

Those of you who missed this season are probably wondering what this means.  Those of you who caught Gillian and the Mayor’s hanky panky, however, will know EXACTLY what I mean.  Jameson Rooke, Baron and Mayor of Scarborough did his best this season to tempt Gillian away from the Pounding Heart, and convince her to move to the rookery.  This involved a lot of shenanigans on his part, which Gillian really didn’t seem to mind.  (Hmmmm.  And she thinks WE’RE bad?)  Summer and Carys did not take this well.  Pictures from the first show where this developed including Carys trying to pound the image out her head, and Summer refusing to look at the audience at all except via a mirror.  Gillian and the Mayor kept it up through the season, provoking much amusement from almost everyone.  ;)
All Chandler’s Wife Show:

Bill (TQALF) put his evil minions (this means all of you!) to work and passed around a petition requesting that QAL bring the All Chandler’s Wife Show to Scarborough.  Faced with such devotion (and sneakiness), how could we say no?  So, on Memorial Weekend Sunday, at the Tart show, we did just that.  Song lyrics were sent out in the newsletter, and one of our enterprising fans printed them out so our audience could sing along.  (And keep us on track, although that’s a different matter.)  And by the way, you all sounded FABULOUS!  :)  

No one brought their own versions for us to sing, but please don’t hesitate to send us your ideas if you have them.  As per usual, Princess Bride, Star Wars and Sesame Street were audience favorites, and the audience response was more than generous- both in financial appreciation and applause.  You guys are the greatest!  And, you’re why we are able to keep doing what we do.  Thanks so much!
Upcoming:

The “Sunday Morning” CD is still in the works.  We learned some beautiful new songs earlier this season, and have decided that we can’t let the new CD be released without them.  “There’s a Stirring”, “Confite” and others just need to be there.  So, you can look forward to the CD a little longer.  The current release is planned for sometime this fall.  We’ll let you know more once we get back into the studio.
Corsairs Fan Appreciation Party:

The Corsairs are throwing a free party for their fans and have asked QAL to participate as well.  Since we want to appreciate our fans, too, we are inviting all of you to please show up on August 14th.  

Here’s all the necessary information:

Where: 

Carrollton Amphitheatre, 2035 E Jackson Rd, right next to City Hall. 

In Mapsco, it’s 3N, or try http://tinyurl.com/2gk4j on the web.

Plenty of parking in the adjacent city lots.  That’s free, too.

When: 

Saturday August 14, 2004 from 4 ‘til 10

Schedule:

4:30  Queen Anne’s Lace

5:15  The Corsairs

6:00  Queen Anne’s Lace

7:00  The Corsairs 

8:00  The Trinity River Whalers (Kathleen Jackson and David, Michael, and Randy from the Blarney Brothers)

No food or beverage will be sold, so be sure to pack a cooler.  There’s lots of seating on metal benches, but there are also rolling hills where you can spread a blanket.  Remember, this is Texas, so plan for the heat accordingly with lots of water and sunscreen.
Warning:  Carrollton prohibits alcohol at city facilities AND the amphitheatre is within sight of the police station.  So- let’s make this a friendly, family event.  We like having the police at our parties as fans, not enforcers.
Updates:
Tagen has returned!  As of Memorial Day weekend, Tagen has returned to full time active status as a member of the Lace!  Congratulations to her on finishing school, and welcome back- we’ve missed you!  So expect to see a lot more of our Italian tart in the future.  Just a warning- she’s real cute- but just as sneaky as any of the rest of us.
Of course, we are also planning our fall schedule, which includes quite a bit of traveling.  We are currently planning visits to Minnesota and Kansas City, as well as our normal run at TRF.  We look forward to seeing you all somewhere along the way- and if not, then back at Scarborough next year!

Take care of yourselves and be well,

The members of Queen Anne’s Lace
